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FuHer ExpHanation Sought

, But Mr. Synar saId he would call
more 'hearIngs unless his commIttee'
obtaIned a clearer explanatIon from
the Energy Department as to why no
one Involved had been dIsciplIned and
why no money had been recovered
frpm Rockwell l

The Energy Department's own 'In­
spector general, in a report last "sum- '
mer based on 'an audit of the work 'done,
In the shop from 1977 to 1985, Sala the

_ age,ncy ..shou~d .act to collect at, le~st
$52,600 from Rockwell for personal
Items for WhICh no Goyernment Job or-.
ders could' be found. The Inspector gen­
,era} said Qfflcials of both the Energy
Department and Rockw?ll were aware \
of at least $668,000 worth of other Items
that mIght have been improperly
charged to regular Government con­
tracts. I Mr. Navarette has told Con-

'gress that'the total is more than $1 mIl­
hone

~): Chris I West, a spokesman for, the ~""' ""-::-_--::-__-:;':II
,,- Energy Department, saId department "" "r, 1
· erated the abuses. Even so, no one ha~, offIcials "certaInly weren't aware" of Mr. Navarette, said In a 'depOSItIon 'I
; been punIshed. And' the, 90vernment abuses" at the shop before Mr. Nava- that the SCIentIsts at Lawrence Liver-
1 -has Inade n~ effort to recover mo~ey rette's dIsclosure. more maIntaIned large, standing work

for what It was Improperly bIlled" an orders for legItimate prOjects With
'amount that could approach $1 mIllion. Engioeer Files Suit Rocky Flats but then caHeq Of wrote

Representative MIke Synar, Demo- letters "explaInIng that. ot\her ,person,a) l
erat of Oklahoma,' asserted In a recent 'As for the Inspector general's caB for items were actually deSired." , "
~telephone-einterview that the workIngs seeking reimbursement -from Rock- In a hearIng before Mr. Synar's com-
'If the shop were "symptomatic of a wen, Mr. West said the Energy Depart- mlttee last December, _Mr. Navarette

~ frIghtenIng breakdown " In manage- ment would awaIt the outcome of a law- saId the Rocky Flats shop, th'e Future
anent" by the Energy, hDepartment. SUIt Mr. Navarette has fIled against Systems DiVIsion, had 15 to 20'employ­

,. Other problems with management, Rockwell In the Federal District Court ees and was equipped, WIth a machine
. safety and procedures at the depart- m Denver.' shop, pamt shop, darkr'oom, a design I

ment's~ system ,of plants that preduce The SUIt, flied under the False studio and a stockroom for, exotic
" nuclear weapons have led to the recent ,Claims Act, ;which allows CItizens to re- metals and woods. ',~ . '> ' l[
~ .§.butdown or partial clOSIng of several cover money from contractors who SecurIty was so~ tIght ~hat even' nre
~ plants, Including Rocky Flats, 16 mIles have defraUded the Gov~rnment, local RockweH vice president charged~

northwest of Denver. names, Rockwen~Mr. Rooker an~ two Wlt~ responsibility for the ~hop was not-
:Desplte new r.estrlctlons Imposed In SCientists at the Lawrence LIvermore admitted wIthout an appOIntment,

1985, Mr. Synar said the history of the National Laboratory In California: A. other offiCIals testifIed. " ,
, sl;lop pOInted to a system 'of, "lnade- Carl Haussmann, an assocIate,labora- Jack Dorr, Rockwell's general man: I

q!&ate controls, lack of 'accountability tory director, and John L. Emmett, as- ager at Rocky Fiats when, the unau-I,
,and' an attitude of Indifference at the sociate dIrector for lasers. Prehmi-" thorlzed work was ,dlscovet~d, said he II
Department of Energy." Mr. Synar IS nary/motions are now beIng heard. had exempted the shop from normal ~

\,.. ~ chaIrman ofrthe Subcommittee on En- A spokesman for the inspector gen- accountllng and <management controls;11
l vironment, _Energy' and Natural Re- erars offl~e saId it was now con~uctlng accordIng to the, Energy Department I
\ sol1tces of the House Commnttee 0!1 a new InqUIry Into the laboratory. The inspector general's report. -
rI < GQvernment Oper~tions, which con- spokesman said Lawrence Livermore Among the' more than, 4',000 Items I
''\' d!ict~d one"of the InvestIgatIons. ~ " sCientists working on the developme~t made In the shop over an I8-year perl- J

{ ,,~The unauthorIzed operatIons of the of an anti-missile system based In od, Mr. Navare:tte saltl In' ~lS. deposl­
'1" shop, where models of nuclear we81p- space ordered many of the unauthor- tlon, were gold, sliver or bron~~~"medal::~
\ ,ons are made, w,ere first brought to the lzed Items made.at Rocky Flat§. . ~]lons, plaques, pen, al):S!_penc iI~ sets, cuff ~
~. ~--~~. :; \ -' '1- . - '. I~ / •• _

\~ 1-';~.:rl'<-. \, ~-e~w" -~, ~ <" •...:I"'pr..~·~Pd::.d, r';;;""'----.~
~~~J ~~ ~ ~'-

By FOX BUTTERFIELD
SpeCial to The New York Times

;{ BOULDER, Colo. - In ~ top-s~cret 'Energy Department's attention In '1985
J workshop at the Rocky Flats nuclear by an engIneer, J. DaVId Navarette.
! weapon plant, employees buIlt a $15,000 Mr Navarette said at ~?e tlme'that he
~ hardwood staIrcase for theIr supervI- "finally had enough after beIng
~ sor and then smuggled it out In pIeces forced to work on· three sets of pla?s for
~ in false-bottom cases past guards who a ~re~irement hom~ for the shop s s~-

I had been brIbed. - pervIsor, Warren Rooker.
\ The staIrcase was one of 'thousands Mr. R'ooker dId not respond to any
~ of Ite,ms, IncludIng gold- an?' sIlver- telphone messages left on an answer­
," plated jewelry, wIne presses and laVIsh lng machIne at hIS home In Colorado.

memorIal plaques, that were made In Mr. Navarette's complaint led to the
.' the shop from 1'968 to 1985 on Govern- F.B.I. InqUiry _and then to an artIcle In
I ment time, ~ vlqlat1o~ of plan~ rules, The, Boulder Dally Camera last year
i a~cording to separC-\te Invest1g~tlons by about abuses In the model shop.
(- the FedetaJ Bureau,' of Investlgat~on,
I Congress and the Inspector gener~l of
}the 'Energy Department.

The Rocky Flats (plant, WhICh pro­
duces plutonIum trIggers for nuclear

1 weapons, IS owned by the Energy De­
~ partment and operated by the Rock­

well Internatlona'] Corporation. >'

~ The F.B.I. found many of the obl~cts
~ ',: III the homes and_offices of Energy De­
, partment employees; the depart­

-; nlent's own Inspector general found
that ma~ag~rs at Rocky Flats hadttoI-



':rh~ R~cky Flat~ nu;~lea~ -'weapon plan~ in Boulder9 Colo. Among the
:unauthordzed "items ,that were-' made 'at a top-secret workshop there
were medaUions9 J;ight9 commemorating a laser facHi~y at,the Lawrence
Livermore.:Lab-oratofy'in ,Calif~rnna arid ~ grandfather clock made for ,
,W,arr-eri l~o'oker, the.,shop's ~up~tviS~f.- '. '.". . ~ , .

,'" ;\. .

.' . . I :', .

sUion. He and another shop employee
l~~es~ 'Ano~her favorit~ .item:·was gem who " gave Congressional testimony
stories fashioned out of th~ neodymium .estim.ated the. workers in the shop.
glass ,used ,'to 'make, high-P9wered spent about one-third of. their tim~ nH-
la~ers at 'La~wrence Liv~e.r~ore for th~ ,ing special gift orders. '
anti~mis~ne sy~tem. ·I!t1l)1any cases:the " '''Security' g~ards were )regulaI(ly.
~hop h~d ~o orde.r .parts 'from outsiqe giv.en ~preference in ordering items in
supplie~s' that wouI~ no~ ,be needed 'hl exchange for their looking. the other
it~ authorized work:' , '. ", . . ,.' ." way when finished! product~ ,were

. ' $30,000 Grape Press r '.. ~ovedl ~u~ of. th~ fac.il~ty," Mr. Nava:
':', ,':"', .' ,.... '" '#':'''':'~'' "rette sa-Ad In ]has depOSItion. .

'. ,~S0r1?e,ltems ~ere g!.ve~ to en:tployees Some:'senior ~nerg'y Department of-
l~ ret.~~~ment ~r to .mark specIal oGca- .ficial's ord~,red gifts directly. A -teUe- to> -------- -------.........---:-~~---
s~~~s, like t~e ...tes~lng. of ~ Lawrence phone log hltrroduced at" the committee
L~vermore Jan~l-mlss~e ~aser..Energy hearing showed' that, a secretary for Democrat of Colorado,- -whose district
Depart.ment 'cont~acts,~:,'It~ov~de for .Herman Roser, then tl)e~jAssistantSec-' includes Rocky Flats, said the: 'opera­
~m~n .a.~ou.nt~ o~ Im~ney ito be used. ~or retary ,of .Energy for Den~n~e Pro- tions, of the model shop constituted "a,
such me~~n~9s. " .'f' _ grams, caned from Washington to re- cUear 'misappr,opriation :Qf -, publIc
B~t ot,h.~r Items. that.ajppeared ,to b~ qu~st a "~man MX missHe'mounted on' funds." Mr. Skaggs' said. he 'was '''d~s- '

f~ro 'p'e~so,nal ,u~e cle,~rly ~exceeded t~e, w~.lnue' to present to the manager o~ turbed," therefore, that no rea] action
g!-Hdehn~s, such as a $30}~QO:pres,s ,to .tb~ Oak Ridge nuclear plant in Tennes- had! been taken.against those involved.
~ru~h ~rapes and a $38,000 stll1 to pro- see~ Mr. Roser is now 'retired. Mr. Rooker/the shop supervisor, who
cess wR~e,for,Mf, Emmett at Lawrence . 'M .:..-tJ nne' F'" ~·n '\1\:'8lS 54 years old in 1985, was'allowed to
Livermore: ' . e<!.IJaunons f«1lm ~H ver . d h \

Reached ,by' tel.ephorie. 'Mr. Emmett In another case. James E. Nicks, who retire an as been reGeiving ,disability:'
I I pay. pat E~chart,- a "~pok¢sman for"

denie,d' he, ,had ever receiVed '~any per- was the Energy Department manager Rockwell, s<;lid it was against compp.ny ,
sohal benefit"- from the~'mgdel shop. at R'Ocky Flats from 1982 to 1985', ap-' policy to d1fsclose the nature of 'Mr.
But he said .h~' ~ould "not ':conlln:tent on 'proved ·.the ·withdrawal of 2,900 ounces Rooker's disability. : ,:
what had h'appened to,the)wine.pr.oces- of silver from the department's st1!7ate-
sor or fruit pres~ be¢ause.·~fthe lawsuit gic stoc~pHe to 'be made ~nto'.n1ed~i- - ,Mr. Haussmann and Mr: Emmett
in Denver.. ; , . ,lions ordered by scientists a~ Lawrence m~jntain' t~eir top secret security
,', ~r. Rooker was another beneficia~y, L~vermore, according to 'Mr. Nic~s'.s clearances 'and, positions -at Layvrence
F.B.I. offici.als,testified a-t .. l\r1T~ Synar's own Congressiona] testimony. Livexmore~ ,
he,aring~ 'In addition to the staircase The sHver was intended' for use in the Mr. porr,' the RockWell. plant .man-
,and house plan'~, he also receive.d a nation's nuclear weapons.. Asked by ager ~t Rocky ,Flats} was pron1oted to
ha'ndrilade $20,000 ,g~andfather clock, a Mr. Synar at the hearing ifm~king.the company headquarters, and Mr. Nicks,
$20,000 jack for his mobH¢. home and a .sHver into medaUi~ns served this pur- the Energy Department's :manage'f· at
number of p~eces of furi)j,t~te-and tools, pose, Mr. Nicks replied, "No sir. H

·· . , the 'plant, was also promote-d. He is now,
Ute officials said. . . ' "' The sHver' wa~ biUed to Lawrence' i!1 charge of the agency's, critical study'

The work was an done froin scratch Livermore for $13,6,20, less than half of how to modernize and relocate the
with highat~<;hnology eq~jpment an,d the world market prjce, documents'in,;, enUre nuclear weapon's' compI"ex. It is
wa.s ch~'rged1 at $56. an h~ut.- for 'ea~h troduced at the h~aringshowed. ,- 0 scheduled t~ be presented to Congr~ss .
:work~:t:~)\lt. N~varette-sai.~ in hi's depo.. R~presentative Payid E. Skaggs, ~y I?ec. 15. ~ v \ " •
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